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RESEARCH PROGRAM EVALUATION

D f t A systematic investigation designed to develop or contribute Systematic collection and analysis of information about a
erinikion . , e .
to generalizable knowledge (45 CFR 46.102(1)). program’s activities, outcomes, or processes to improve
effectiveness and inform decisions.

Prlmary Purpose To test a.hypothe3|s, develop. t.heory, or ge.nerate knowledge To assess .o.r Improve .a s.pec:|f|c program or service, usually for
that applies beyond the specific study setting. accountabillity or quality improvement.

Intended Use of Flndlngs Dlssgmlpatlon to the br.oader sc:|ent|.f|c f:ommunlty (e.g.{ Internal use t?y the sponsoring agency or stakeholders to improve
publications, presentations, generalization to other settings). program design, delivery, and outcomes.

: Academic / scientific community, policymakers. Program managers, funder mmunit rtner rticipants.

Audlence / Yy, policy ogra anagers, funders, co y partners, participants
Must comply with the Common Rule (45 CFR 46) if involving Generally not considered human subjects research; IRB review
human subjects. IRB review (expedited or full) is required. not required unless data collection poses risk (e.g., sensitive

identifiable data).

RiSk Level May involve interventions, experimental designs, or sensitive Usually minimal risk; often uses program records, surveys, or
data. Interviews about services.
Studying whether a new training model for service Assessing if a Council-funded training increased knowledge
coordinators improves outcomes across multiple states. among providers in your state.




